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Background

• Steel Import Monitoring System (SIMS) requires importers to submit advance 
information in an online portal for import of steel items under specific iron & steel 
items appearing in Chapter 72, 73 and 86 of ITC (HS), 2017, Schedule – I.

• The data in this report is as per the information entered in the "Steel Import
Monitoring System" Portal and may not be exactly the same as actual imports.

• The classification of imports on the basis of product, end use industries, "Others",
QCOs as mentioned in various sections of this report is based on the product
descriptions entered by the importers and may not be completely accurate as
compared to actual imports.

• Since SIMS involves registrations for future imports, the monthly figures
mentioned in the report indicate registrations made in the particular month, not
the imports which have happened in that month. Eg: An import registered on SIMS
in November 2019 might actually be imported in December 2019.

• Figures in $M refer to imports in $ Million.

• Since SIMS was launched in September 2019 and was made mandatory for imports
after November 2019, this report includes data of registrations since 1st November
2019.

Disclaimer

• The report is not for public distribution and has been furnished solely for 
information and must not be reproduced or redistributed to others.

• No one can use the report as a base for any claim, demand or cause of action and, 
also no one is responsible for any loss incurred based upon. 

• The market opportunities discussed or recommended in this report may not be 
suitable for all stakeholders and the opinion expressed is the current opinion as of 
the date appearing on the material only.

• The information in the document has been printed on the basis of information 
received through SIMS registration for steel imports. The authenticity of the data 
received through SIMS has not been verified independently.

• While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of 
information contained, the Ministry of Steel takes no responsibility and assumes 
no liability for any error/ omission or accuracy of the information.

• Recipients of this material should rely on their own judgments and conclusions 
from relevant sources before making any investment in market opportunities.

• The materials and elements in this report shall not be copied or given to any 
person or organization without the consent of the Ministry of Steel.

• The Ministry of Steel has not independently verified the data and assumptions 
used in this analyses. Changes in the underlying data or operating assumptions 
will clearly impact the analyses and conclusions. 
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Import Summary1

• Imports in May'20- 693M

• Average monthly imports- 804M

• Imports in May'20 (693M) is -3% lower than 
Apr'20 (714M)

Key points

• Top 10 groups contribute to 30% of imports

• Highest increase seen in May' 20

– Screws. Bolts – South Korea from 6M to 
25M

– Screws. Bolts - Japan from 6M to 22M

– HR Coil – South Korea from 48M to 62M

• Highest decrease seen in May’20

– Alloy flats – South Korea from 26M to 
10M

– Rail coaches – South Korea from 12M to 
0M

– Semis – Bhutan from 11M to 1M

Major import groups by product category, country ($M)

Month on month registrations ($M)
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Category wise imports2

• Top 4 categories contribute to 50% of imports

• Product categories with highest increase in May’20

− Screws, bolts - 40M to 66M | HR Coil - 70M to 83M | Tubes and Pipes - 45M to 57M

• Product categories with highest increase in past 3 months

− Screws, bolts - 40M to 66M | HR Coil - 75M to 83M | Rail containers - 2M to 9M

• Product categories with highest decrease in past 3 months

− Scrap - 253M to 159M | SS flats - 81M to 36M | Plated coils - 68M to 29M 

Key points

• Top 7 End use industries contribute to 50% of imports

• End use industries with highest increase in May’20

− API / Oil and Gas - 0M to 34M | Tubes & Pipes– 0M to 18M | Automobile - 101M to 116M

• End use industries with highest increase in past 3 months

− API / Oil and Gas - 0M to 34M | Tubes & Pipes– 45M to 74M | Gen. Engg / Capital 
Goods - 0M to 10M

• End use industries with highest decrease in past 3 months

− Re-Rolling - 102M to 30M | Trade / Dealer - 136M to 78M | Automobile - 101M to 116M

Key points

Product category wise imports ($M)

End-use industry wise imports ($M)
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• Top 6 countries contribute to ~50% of imports

• Exporting countries with highest increase in May’20

− South Korea from 116M to 144M

− Germany from 35M to 45M

− United States from 27M to 35M

• Exporting countries with highest increase in past 3 months

− Germany from 33M to 45M

− Ukraine from 4M to 10M

− Russia from 27M to 35M

• Exporting countries with highest decrease in past 3 months

− South Korea from 211M to 144M

− Indonesia from 62M to 5M

− China from 164M to 132M

Key points

Imports by exporting country ($M)
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Imports despite domestic availability3

Imports despite domestic availability – Month wise registrations ($M)

Product category wise

• Imports of 347M in May'20 were domestically available vs monthly average of 448M

• Share of domestically available imports in May'20 (347M) is -14% lower than Apr'20 (402M)

• Highest value of imports which are available in India (ex-Scrap) in May‘20

− 59M of HR Coil – Pipe & Tube

− 48M of Screws, bolts – Automobile 

− 50M of HR Coil – Re- Rolling

Key points

• Product categories with >80% imports available in India in May’20(ex-Scrap)

– Rail coaches, Semis, CR coil, SS ingots, DRI – Lumps and Pellets

• Product categories with highest increase in imports available in India in May’20(ex-
Scrap)

− Screws, bolts - 21M to 31M | Railway material - 0M to 9M | Other Cast items - 2M to 
6M

Key points

Highest imports available in India

Category

Share of 

India 

available Value

Product category wise imports ($M)
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• End-use industries with > 50% imports available in India in May’20(ex-Scrap)

− Bright Bar, CAQ / ACSR, Cr-Mo, Case hardening, Re-Rolling, Solar Panels, 
Pipe & tube, Can, LPG, Generic–Commercial use.

• End-use industries with highest increase in imports available in India in 
May’20(ex-Scrap)

− Pipe & Tube - 0M to 16M | Re-rolling - 18M to 27M | API / Oil and Gas - 0M 
to 9M

Key points

• Share of imports (ex-Scrap) due to Price has decreased by 4% from 
Apr’20 to May'20 

• Major end uses which import due to Price in May'20 (ex-Scrap) –Trader/ 
Dealer, Pipe and Tube, Power

• Major end uses which import due to Quality in May'20 (ex-Scrap) -
Automobile, Re-Rolling. Trader/ Dealer

Key points

Import reasons for products available in India

End-use wise

Highest imports available in IndiaEnd use industry wise imports ($M)

Category

Share of 

India 

available Value

% indicated the share out of all imports
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"Others" HS Codes4

• Imports of 397M in May'20 were under "Others" HS codes vs monthly 
average of 461M

• Value of imports under "Others" in May'20 were -4% Lower than Apr'20

Key points

Month-wise registrations ($M)

• Four digit code with increasing share of "Others" for the past 3 months

– 7318 - 29M to 48M | 7214 - 7M to 11M | 7311 - 1M to 3M

• Four digit code with highest increase of "Others" in May'20 

– 7214 - 1M to 11M | 7204 - 146M to 155M | 7311 - 0M to 3M

Key points

4 digit HS Code wise

Highest imports under "Others"4 digit HS Code wise imports ($M)

List of "Others" HS codes attached in Annexures
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• Product categories with increasing share of "Others" for the past 3 months

– Screws, bolts - 29M to 48M | Bars and Rods - 10M to 13M | Gas Containers - 1M to 3M

• Product categories with highest increase in share of "Others" in May'20 

– Screws, bolts - 29M to 48M | Bars and Rods - 2M to 13M | Scrap - 146M to 155M

Key points

Key points

• End-use industries with increasing share of "Others" for the past 3 months

– Pipe and Tube - 0M to 17M | API / Oil and Gas - 0M to 16M | Gen. Engg. / 
Capital Goods - 0M to 5M

• End-use industries with highest increase in share of "Others" in May'20 

– Pipe & Tube - 0M to 17M | API / Oil and Gas - 0M to 16M | Automobile -
65M to 74M

Product category wise

Highest imports under "Others"Product category wise imports ($M)

End-use industry wise

Highest imports under "Others"End use industry wise imports ($M)
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5 Imports under QCO

Month-wise registrations ($M)

• Imports of 235M in May'20 are under QCO vs monthly average of 274M
• 34% of imports in May'20 are under QCO vs monthly average of 34%
• QCO imports without IS Code

− 16% of QCO imports in May'20 are without IS code mentioned vs monthly 
average of 14%

− Value of QCO imports without IS code is 111M in May'20 vs 113M in Apr’20 
-2% lower

− Share of imports without IS code in May'20 is -0.07% lower than Apr'20

Key points

• Product categories with highest QCO imports without IS Code in May20-
Alloy Steel semis, GP&GC/ Color coated, Structural

• Product categories with highest increase of QCO imports without IS Code in 
May’20
− HR Coils from 37M to 52M
− GP&GC/ Color coated from 2M to 3M
− Semis from 1M to 2M

Key points

QCO imports without IS Codes – Product wise ($M)

QCO imports – Imports under HS codes which have active QCOs
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• End-use industries with highest QCO imports without IS Code in May'20- Pipes 
& Tubes, Automobile, Re-Rolling

• End use industries with highest increase of QCO imports without IS Code in 
Apr’20

− Re-Rolling from 2M to 7M 

− Pipe & tube from 57M to 60M

− Gen Engg. / Capital Goods from 2M to 3M

Key points

QCO imports without IS Codes – End use wise ($M)

• Ports with highest QCO imports without IS Code in May'20 - Kandla, Bombay 
Sea, Mundra contribute to 46% of imports 

• Ports with highest increase of QCO imports without IS Code in May'20 

− Hazira, Surat from 9M to 25M

− Mundra from 17M to 26M

− Mumbai Maharashtra from 2M to 7M

Key points

QCO imports without IS Codes – Port wise ($M)
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• Product categories with highest non-QCO imports (ex - Scrap) in May'20-
Screws & Bolts, Tubes & Pipes, Ferroalloys

• Product categories with highest increase of non-QCO imports in May’20 (ex-
scrap)-

− Tubes and Pipes  from 44M to 57M

− Screws, bolts from 39M to 66M

Key points

Non-QCO imports– Product wise ($M)

QCO imports without IS Codes- Top HS Codes ($M)
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Non-QCO imports – Top HS codes ($M)




